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TASPEI PRESS RELEASE ON THE L’ AQUILA SENTENCE

The Mw 6.3 earthquake, that occurred in L'Aquila, Central Italy on April 6, 2009, killed 309 people, 1500 citizens were
injured, and 30000 people lost their homes. On October 22, 2012, an Italian court in L'Aquila convicted seven scientists for
failing to adequately warn residents before the earthquake struck Central Italy. All are members of the National Great Risks
Commission, and several are prominent Italian seismologists and disaster experts. They were accused of involuntary man-
slaughter, negligence and errors in the assessment of the earthquake precursors and sentenced to six years in prison and pay-
ment of monetary compensations to relatives of those killed and injured.

On October 26, 2012, the European Seismological Commission (ESC), as a Commission of the International Association
of Seismology and Physics of the Earth's Interior (IASPEI) endorsed and adhered to the IASPEI Press Release on the
L'Aquila verdict. The original text of the IASPEI Press Release is given below. The main objective pursued by the Editorial
Board when publishing this statement is to contribute to the awareness of the international scientific community about poten-
tial consequences of seismic events.
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3eMrieTpsiceHHe, nipousolle/iiee B . AkBuia, LlentpanbHas Uramus, 6 anpens 2009 roga, Mw=6.3, yHecso >xu3nHu 309
YesIOBeK, TMOJITOPBI THICSUYM TOPOXKAaH MOMyYHau TpaBMbl, 30 Teicsu ocTamuch Ge3 KpoBa. 22 oktsi6ps 2012 r. cyp 3Toro
WTa/bSHCKOTO TOPOZia 0OBUHU/I CeMepPBIX U3BECTHBIX UTA/IBSIHCKUX YUeHbIX-CeHCMOJIOrOB U YWIeHOB KOMHUCCHY TI0 OTIpejiesie-
HUIO PUCKOB CJTY’KOBI TPKIaHCKOM 060poHBI UTanmnuu «B HelpeAyMbILIIEHHOM YOUICTBe, Xa/llaTHOCTH U OIIMOKAaXxX B OL|eHKe
CeliCMUUeCcKUX COOBITHH, Tpe/IeCTBYIOIUX 3eMJIETPSICeHHIO» U MTPUTOBOPH/I UX K IIECTH rO/laM JIULIEHHUsT CBOOO/bI U BbI-
T1aTe JeHeKHbIX KOMITeHCALMi PO/ICTBeHHHUKAM MOTHOIINX 1 MOCTPaJABLIVM.

26 okTs0ps 2012 r. EBpornelickas ceficMonioruueckast komuccusi (ECK), siBisiroijasicsi KOMUCCHed MexxayHapo/iHOH ac-
couuauuu cedicmMonoru ¥ ¢usuku Heap 3emmn (MAC®H3), Beipa3uina MOAJEP)KKY W COMMIAPHOCTb C 3asiB/ieHWEM
MAC®H3 o noBogy MpUrosopa cyza B AKBuiie, KOTOpoe Mmy0O/uKyercs Hike. OCHOBHasl LieJib, KOTOPYIO MPeCciefyeT pe-
[AKLKsA, MyOMUKys 3TO 3asiBIeHHe, 3aK/I0UaeTcsl B MHPOPMHUPOBAHUN HAYYHOTO MEXKAYHApOJHOTO COOOIIeCTBA O BO3MOX-
HBIX TIOC/IeZICTBHSIX TIPOU3O0LIIE/IIIET0 COOBITHS.

EUROPEAN SEISMOLOGICAL COMMISSION

A Commission of the International Association of Seis mology
and Physics of the Earth’s Interior

26 October 2012
ESC STATEMENT ON L’AQUILA SENTENCE

The European Seismological Commission (ESC) as a Commission of the International Association of Seismology and

Physics of the Earth’s Interior (IASPEI) endorses and adheres to the IASPEI Press Release on the L'Aquila sentence
(http://www.iaspei.org/news_items/laquila_IASPEI_press_release_final.pdf)
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TASPEI PRESS RELEASE ON THE L’ AQUILA SENTENCE

The International Association of Seismology and Physics of the Earth Interior (IASPEI)', on behalf of the world com-
munity of seismologists, expresses its deepest concern for the L’ Aquila verdict and prison sentence, that condemns for
involuntary manslaughter seven prominent Italian scientists and members of the Great Risks Commission of the Italian
Civil Defense, due to negligence and errors in the evaluation and communication of the seismic crisis preceding the
L'Aquila earthquake of April 6, 2009, resulting in the regretful death of 309 people.

The mission of IASPEI is to advance global seismological knowledge to mitigate the effects and minimize the victims
of earthquakes. The trial in L'Aquila condemns some of IASPEI's most brilliant scientists, who dedicated their lives to the
reduction of seismic risk and to whom go our sympathy and support.

We do not express here opinions on the Italian judiciary system nor on the details of the sentence, but the trial in
L'Aquila sets a disturbing and unprecedented case in linking the free expression of scientific opinions to casualties result-
ing from the collapse of poorly built or maintained buildings during earthquakes, with issues and ramifications relevant to
the whole seismological community:

o IASPEI adheres to the statement on Freedom to Conduct Science and Responsibilities of Scientists® of the Interna-
tional Union of Geophysics and Geodesy and to the principles of the Universality of Science’ of the International
Council for Science: the free thinking and conduct of scientific development is a principle of modern society and can-
not be hindered or limited by threats of personal retaliation.

e [ASPEI supports the development, testing and presentation of new evidence on earthquake forecasting and prediction;
however, IASPEI is of the opinion that reliable short-term prediction of earthquakes is not possible at present; claims
to the contrary may induce false expectations and incorrect behavior in the population and authorities, and are not sup-
ported by TASPEL.

e When serving on high-level advisory panels for governments and authorities, scientists have the duty to provide the
state of knowledge in a comprehensive and unbiased fashion, to enable authorities to take the required mitigation ac-
tions. This cannot be achieved under the threat of public prosecution. A negative impact of this trial and sentence will
be to make scientists reluctant to serve on risk advisory commissions or express expert opinions.

e Communication in a language understandable to public and authorities is of crucial importance, including the commu-
nication of uncertainties associated to all evaluations and projections.

e Scientists cannot be held responsible for effects that are not under their responsibility. Governments and authorities are
responsible to ensure that appropriate strategies and measures for risk mitigation are in place and applied. Roles and
responsibilities in the earthquake mitigation chain need to be clearly defined, understood and adhered to.

TASPEI is confident that the 1.’ Aquila case will provide the opportunity to develop a proper link between science, pol-
icy makers and society in order to avoid any type of miscommunication of information and scientific knowledge in the
future.

! http://www.iaspei.org
2 http://www.iugg.org/resolutions/ITUGG_for_freedom_to_conduct_science.pdf
3 http://www.icsu.org/about-icsu/structure/committees/freedom-responsibility/statute-5



